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Pulp
Pedagogy

T
A Collection of

Student Publications

Published by the
L.A. Forum for Architecture
and Urban Design

Getting your work out there—being seen and heard—has always been a
critical task for young architects to establish their identity within the field of
architecture. The current proliferation of social media platforms offers an easy,
accessible vehicle for promoting one’s design work, but the sheer volume and
rapidity of images on these platforms quickly dissolves into a digital haze,
obscuring work just as it’s trying to emerge. Moreover, the image-heavy focus
of most social media discourages explorations through writing and other

non-visual means.

To contend with this phenomenon, students across the world recently
have returned to the older medium of print, primarily broadsheets and jour-
nals. Borrowing from both the methods and spirit of previous generations,
these publications tend to be broad-ranging affairs, offering quick takes on
issues of immediate relevance. The publications typically eschew the studio
design project as the dominant product of architectural education, instead
focusing on the conversations going on both around the schools and in the
discipline right now. The tone is often irreverent; the mood, both urgent

and candid.

Far from neo-Luddites, the students haven’t abandoned the digital realm
in their embrace of pulp. Each publication takes advantage of websites and
social media to broadcast their messages beyond the extents of their print
distribution. By positioning their activities as a print endeavour first, however,
these publications offer a critical take on the limits of digital platforms while
still taking advantage of the access to a mass audience that these platforms

offer.

The return of the L.A. Forum Newsletter to print five years ago coincides
with this renewed investment in the physical document, sharing the belief
in the unique discursive potential made possible through printed matter.
With this in mind, we’re featuring a selection of the recent flock of student
publications in this issue of the newsletter. We’ve asked the editors of each
publication to offer a short statement about their organization alongside a

representative image from a recent issue.

An exercise in stock-taking, the survey of these publications seeks to am-
plify the conversations found in each by putting them into a printed dialogue
with one another. Pervasive in this collective discussion is a critique of the
current state of architectural education; the presented student perspectives
act as insider reviews of what’s being taught in the schools, how it’s being
taught, and why. By taking a broad look at the current perspectives of the
next generation of practitioners and educators, we hope to glean insightful

glimpses into the future of discourse and pedagogy.
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